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35 U.S.C. lOO. Definitions. When used in this title unless the context other— . 
wise- indicates — 

(a) ;The term "invention" means invention or discovery. 

<b) £The term "process" means process, art or method, and includes a new 
use of a known process, machine, manufacture, composition of matter, or 
material . 

(c) 'The terms "United States" and "this country" mean the united States of 
America, its territories and possessions. 

(d) The word "patentee" includes not only the patentee to whom the patent 
was issued but also the successors in title to the patentee. 



35 U.S.C. 101. Inventions patentable. Whoever invents or discovers any new and 
useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and 
useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions 
and requirements of this title. 



35 U.S.C. 102. Conditions for patentability; novelty and. loss of right to patent. 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication is this or a foreign country, before the in- 
vention thereof by the applicant for patent, or 

(b) the invention was patented or descri bed in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in pubfic use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of the application for patent in the united States, or 

(c) he has abandoned the invention, or 

(d) the invention was first patented or cause to be patented by the applicant 
or his lega I representatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the date 
of the application for patent in this country- on an application filed more than 
twelve months before the filing of the application in the united States, or 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the appli- 
cant for patent, or 

(f) he did not himself invent the subject matter sought to be patented, or 

(g) before the applicant's invention thereof the invention was made in this 
country by another who had not abandoned, suppressed, or concealed it. In 
determining priority of invention there shall be considered not only .he respec- 
tive dates of conception and reduction to practice of the invention, but also the 
reasonable diligence of one who was first to conceive and last to reduce to 
practice, from a time prior to conception by the other. 



35 U.S.C. 103. Conditions for patentability; non— obvious subject mattet A 
patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sough: to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



35 U.S.C. 112. Specification. The specification shall contain a written descrip- 
tion of the invention, and of the manner and process of making and using it, in 
such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any peison skilled in- the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same,"a.nd shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his, invention. 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing 
out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. A claim may be written in independent or dependent form, and if in de- 
pendent form, it shall be construed to include all the limitations of the claim 
incorporated by reference into the dependent claim. 

An element in a claim for a combination may be expressed as a means or step for 
performing a specified function without the recital of structure, material, or acts 
in support thereof, and such claim shall be construed to cover the corresponding 
structure, material, or acts described in the specification and equivalents thereof. 



